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PART 43—GENERAL OPERATION 
R U L E S 

Installation and Use of Flight Record
ers in Certain Airplanes Used by 
Air Carriers and Commercial Op
erators 

T h e current ly effective provisions of 
Par t s 4 0 , 4 1 , a n d 4 2 of t h e Civ i l A i r 
Regu la t ions require the insta l lat ion a n d 
use of a n approved flight recorder o n a l l 
l arge a irplanes ( m o r e t h a n 12,500 p o u n d s 
m a x i m u m certif icated takeoff we igh t ) 
certif icated f o r operat ions above 25 ,000 
feet , a n d o n al l large turb ine -powered 
airplanes , w h e n such a irplanes a r e be ing 
operated u n d e r t h e t e r m s of a n a ir 
carrier or- c o m m e r c i a l operator certif i
cate . T h e s e rules are n o t appl icable 
whi le t h e a irplanes are be ing used b y a n 
air carrier or a c o m m e r c i a l operator f o r 
flight checks , tra in ing f l ights, f erry 
flights, a irworthiness test flights, or o t h e r 
operat ions conducted in a c c o r d a n c e w i t h 
t h e genera l operat ion rules of P a r t 4 3 . 

Civi l A i r Regu la t ions D r a f t R e l e a s e 
N o . 6 0 - 1 8 , d a t e d N o v e m b e r 23 , 1960 ( 2 5 
F . R . 12299 , 1 2 5 2 4 ) , proposed to a m e n d 
P a r t 43 to require t h e holder of a n a ir 
carrier o r c o m m e r c i a l operat ing certif i
ca te to h a v e insta l led a n d in operat ion a n 
approved flight recorder o n al l l arge 
turb ine -powered airplanes , a n d o n a l l 
o ther large a irp lanes certif icated f o r o p 
erat ion above 25 ,000 feet , w h e n s u c h a i r 
p lanes a r e being used for flights 
conducted in a c c o r d a n c e wi th the g e n 
eral operat ion rules . F o r purposes of 
c larity, t h e usua l types of operat ion t o 
which t h e rule would be appl icable were 
l isted in the p r o p o s a l as f l ight checks , 
tra in ing f l ights, f erry flights, or a ir 
worth iness tes t flights. Provis ional ly 
certif icated a irp lanes fa l l ing wi th in the 
scope of this proposed rule were to be 

a l lowed unt i l M a y l , 1 9 6 1 , t o c o m p l y . 
A s s ta ted in D r a f t R e l e a s e 6 0 - 1 8 , the 

safety cons iderat ions w h i c h f o r m e d the 
basis of t h e flight recorder provis ions 
of Par t s 40 , 4 1 , a n d 42 a r e equal ly a p 
pl icable t o o ther operat ions , such a s 
f l ight checks , tra in ing f l ights, a i rworth i 
nes s test flights, arid ferry flights, w h e n 
such flights are conducted by a ir c a r 
riers a n d c o m m e r c i a l operators w i t h 
large a irp lanes cert i f icated f o r operat ion 
above 25 ,000 feet a n d w i t h large turb ine -
powered airplanes . I t is essential , there 
fore, t h a t i n f o r m a t i o n b e obta ined f o r 
acc ident . inves t iga t ion a n d o t h e r sa fe ty 
purposes w h e n these a irp lanes are being 
used to c o n d u c t a n y flight, regardless of 
the regulat ions u n d e r w h i c h such flights 
are conducted . 

Al l c o m m e n t s received in response to 
D r a f t R e l e a s e 6 0 - 1 8 indicated general 
concurrence w i t h t h e rule a s proposed . 
However , several persons po in ted ou t the 
need f o r greater flexibility in the c o n d u c t 
of f erry flights wi th a n inoperat ive flight 
recorder, a n d of a irworth iness test flights 
w i th the recorder turned off. I n l i gh t 
of these c o m m e n t s , the rule a s adopted 
here in wil l p e r m i t t h e f erry f l ight o f a 
newly acquired a irplane n o t equipped 
wi th a flight recorder f r o m the p lace of 
del ivery to a base where a recorder is 
to be instal led. A l s o , the rule wil l p e r 
m i t a n a irplane w i t h a n inoperat ive 
flight recorder, w h e n located a t a p lace 
where repair o r r e p l a c e m e n t facil it ies are 
n o t avai lable , t o b e ferried t o a p lace 
where the recorder c a n be repa ired or 
replaced. I n addi t ion , in the event of 
fa i lure of t h e f l ight recorder af ter t h e 
a i rp lane b e c o m e s a irborne on a f erry 
flight, the flight wi l l be p e r m i t t e d to c o n 
t inue as p lanned , r a t h e r t h a n required 
to t e r m i n a t e a t the n e x t s top w h e r e 
repairs or r e p l a c e m e n t s c a n b e m a d e . 
Provis ions h a v e also b e e n inc luded t o 
al low the f l ight recorder t o be t u r n e d 
off dur ing a irworthiness test flights c o n -



ducted to test t h e operat ions o f t h e 
recorder, o r c o m m u n i c a t i o n or electrical 
sys tems , w h e n the successful conduc t of 
such tests so requires. 

S ince t h e effective da te of this a m e n d 
m e n t is later t h a n t h e M a y 1, 1961 , 
c o m p l i a n c e date proposed f o r prov i s ion
al ly certif icated airplanes , t h e require
m e n t f o r f l ight recorders on such 
a irp lanes is no t s ta ted as a separate p r o 
vis ion in the rule. However , t h e r e 
q u i r e m e n t for f l ight recorders, as set 
for th herein, is appl icable to provis ion
ally certif icated a irplanes . 

Interested persons h a v e been afforded 
a n opportuni ty to part ic ipate in t h e 
m a k i n g of this a m e n d m e n t , a n d due 
cons iderat ion h a s b e e n given t o all 
re levant m a t t e r presented. 

I n cons iderat ion of the foregoing. 
P a r t 43 of t h e Civil A ir Regu la t ions ( 1 4 
C F R Part 43 , a s a m e n d e d ) is a m e n d e d 
b y adding a n e w | 43 .32 to read a s f o l 
lows, effective J u n e 6, 1961 . 

§ 4 3 . 3 2 Flight recorders. 

(a ) T h e ho lder of a n air carrier or 
c o m m e r c i a l operator certif icate shall no t 
operate any of t h e fol lowing a irplanes 
in t h e conduc t of flights (o ther t h a n a 
ferry flight conducted for t h e purpose 
of del ivering a newly acquired a irplane 
f rom the place where a n air carrier or 
c o m m e r c i a l operator takes possession to 
a base where a flight recorder is to be 
ins ta l l ed ) , unless there is instal led on 
the a irplane a n approved flight recorder 
w h i c h records a t least t ime , al t i tude, 
airspeed, vertical acceleration, a n d 
h e a d i n g : 

(1 ) Airplanes of m o r e t h a n 12,500 
p o u n d s m a y i m u m certif icated takeoff 
we ight w h i c h are certif icated for o p e r a 
t ions above 25 ,000 feet a l t i tude; 

( 2 ) Turb ine -powered airplanes of 
m o r e t h a n 1 2 5 0 0 p o u n d s m a x i m u m c e r 
tificated takeoff weight . 

( b ) W h e n a n a ir carrier or c o m m e r 

c ia l operator conducts a flight w i t h a n 
a irplane w h i c h h a s a flight recorder i n 
stal led as required b y p a r a g r a p h ( a ) of 
this sect ion, t h e flight recorder sha l l b e 
operated cont inuously f r o m the ins tant 
the pilot c o m m e n c e s the takeoff roll unt i l 
h e h a s comple ted t h e landing roll a t a 
place of landing , subject t o the fo l l ow
ing except ions: 

( 1 ) I f a n a irp lane w i th a n inoperat ive 
flight recorder is located a t a p lace 
where facil i t ies for t h e repair or r e 
p l a c e m e n t of the recorder axe n o t a v a i l 
able, t h e a irp lane m a y be ferried wi th 
t h e f l ight recorder inoperative to a base 
where the recorder c a n be repaired or 
replaced. 

( 2 ) I f the f l ight recorder becomes i n 
operative af ter the a irplane h a s b e c o m e 
airborne, the part icular flight m a y be 
cont inued a n d comple ted a s original ly 
p l a n n e d . 

(3 ) Dur ing a n a irworthiness flight 
test , the flight recorder m a y be t u r n e d 
off f o r a n y period of t i m e necessary to 
conduct tests of t h e operat ion of t h e r e 
corder, or a n y c o m m u n i c a t i o n or e lectr i 
cal equ ipment , instal led in t h e a irplane. 

(c> R e c o r d e d i n f o r m a t i o n shal l be r e 
ta ined by t h e air carrier or c o m m e r c i a l 
operator for a period of a t least 60 days . 
F o r a part icular f l ight or series of 
flights, t h e i n f o r m a t i o n shal l be re ta ined 
for a longer period if requested b y a n 
author ized representat ive of the A d m i n 
istrator or t h e Civi l Aeronaut i c s B o a r d . 

(Sees. 313(a ) , 601: 72 Stat. 752, 775; 49 VS.C. 
1354(a) , 1421) 

Issued in W a s h i n g t o n , D . C . , o n M a y 1, 
1961 . 

N . E . H A L A B Y , 
Administrator. 
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